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- A countdown
of the top 10 reasons
to become a
New Year's Eve
newlywed.

.sounds like
a smashing New Year's Eve bash—or a wedding. In
fact, the owo have so much in common, it makes sense
to plan your big day on December 31. Turns out it’s a
popular choice. As wedding planner Nicolle Sellers of
Mother of the Bride says, “It's everything all wrapped
up into one.” According to planners, brides and even
guests, here’s why exchanging vows instead of resolu-
tions is more popular than ever.

Including you and your spousc. And every year, New
Year’s Eve will be a sentimental occasion. Sellers agrees:
One bride told her that prior to her New Year's Eve
nuptials, it was just another holiday. Burt for the rest of
her life, it would now be her anniversary—a special day
to relive her wedding memories.

New Year's Eve is becoming trendy as couples are
getting married a little older, according to Nicole
Walesch of B. Inspired. “They want to do something
different and they've been there, done that for New
Year's Eve,” she explains. It’s the perfect way for couples
to make their wedding different from others. “Black tie
and balloon drops are entirely appropriate,” adds Sellers.
“Plus, some cities shoot off fireworks guests can enjoy—
for free.” She even helped one bride who requested a
“Vanity-Fair-party-after-the-Oscars” reception. “She
wanted 1o ‘chotch” it up in a classic way,” Sellers says.

. Instead of doling out extravagant
amounts of cash to get into a crowded restaurant or bar,
everyone will enjoy a lovely meal, then their favorite
tunes—whether handpicked by you for a D] o play or
via a live band. “Qur parents helped choose the playlist,”
says New Year’s Eve bride Judy Rockvam-Ehlers. “The
dance floor was packed all night.”

(OPPOSITE PAGE) New

are becoming more popular than ever, Erin and
6 New Year's Eve

g reception at The Semple Mansion

Aaron Lauinger held their 2

“Holidays ar ¢ tiv - » nawre, so they make tor fun
weddings,” says Laur= | vb rg r, owner of Ilin , Hvent
Design. Echoing that sentimer: s Brin Lauing r. who
was married on Dec. L 20006, “Fver one is alreads

in a party mood and planning 11 ray ourlav  she
says. You can make it the party of the year. Gretchen
Culver, sales and events director for Bellagala, says thar
in her experience, “fun couples” plan New Year's Eve
weddings. “The connotation of fun is already there,”
she explains.

i) i
“New Year's Eve lends itself to themes that wouldn't
work for just any wedding,” says Lauinger. Think
noisemakers, conferti, hats, horns and balloons. She
and her fiancé worked in a clock theme, offering silver
travel clocks as favors. With help from Robin Marrin
of Gateaux Inc., where Lauinger is employed, they even
designed a fabulous grandfather-clock cake with a work-
ing face. She adds that since ic's cold outside and gers
dark early, “it’s casy to make the reception site inviting
with candles and warm colors.” They also used foil
blow horns in different colors to cleverly indicate meal
choice. Walesch feels thar rraditional New Year's Eve
décor can set the tone for the pargy: “We put sparklers
in the dessert and had a balloon drop.”

Toasting friends, family and the happy couple feels
natural on New Year's Eve. Plus, ic's one holiday that
encourages everyone to join in on traditional wedding
kisses—before, during and after the clock strikes mid
night. Says Ambiente owner Joan Nilsen: “There is a
magical quality to New Year's Eve. Everyone is in a dif
ferent frame of mind.”



At v ey husband
and wite un the eve of & new wear just seems sppropri-
ate, TH s xdtement tor the no o vor and new
bemimie=, s Lauing o "LeEs the paacct time o
ctarty ar lite tog sthe Oteen, planning a New Year's
Ex rweanir 1w meaningful, deliberate choice. *Ac
Bolla fa 1 plannad a wedding tor once couple who met
o New Yo'y veand goteny od on New Yaars
Fud v, Callers "Naturally, that was the *, tha
wanted Dor ¢ wedding. oo,

Attending
awedd” ke dhe proure o Cplanning the U1 New
Year's Toe ever” e gives vou the perfea exca o have
fun, Jre  popeentand celebrae, S b Vickerman,
aweddic |Ltendee | think ic o win i for guese and
thee u o venone loves cwedding, nd ¢ reone loves
o celebr Twaw Year's Lo Tavinee, concui s, <aying
icsone o he rew nights out of the Minnesotans e
willing o d  up”

A wedding gives people an excuse to prolong their
visit. Fryberger notes that if New Year’s Eve falls on

a long weekend, it's easier for out-of-town guests 10
enjoy a more relaxing stay. “Also, there’s an extra day
for the festivities—and recovery,” she adds. Rockvam-
Ehlers, who provided gift bags for those staying over-
night ar the reception hotel, says when she called for

a count, it was triple what she and her fiancé, Rob
Ehlers, expected. “We even received letters from guests
after our wedding gushing about how much fun they’d
had,” she says.

KEEP IN MIND

A FEW THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN
CHOOSING NEW YEAR'S EVE NUPTIALS:

BUDGET it may be mure expensive t~ have

a Decermnber 31 wedding. Bellag.la'. Gretchen
Cllver esplains that “you'll par = wan 7ales

bec wse it's a holiday, and 5. e hote.. _ften
plan *heir own event, there can be limited avail-
ability. " Laura t sytierger of . ings Event Design:
agrees that travel and el Costs may ve
nigher. “Often reception wte, nu . th - endeor
charg ahigher {7 since th viiwe b oy taff
holidday rate " .ha says. Plann inger. il say
that it a couple i= 1IN0 por L enthusiastic acout
choosing that day, theyren retol b of
erotosts, On a mor - positive not, Nicoll ers
of Mother of the Bride < yo "nat Neew Y ar's B
wedcings "can actlally 1 wear the deror aurigot
because averythung is - fy decorated.

TIMING. Start the celobrat.on later-you don't
want “he ‘un trowind down befors the clock
strikes midngnht. Culvar says tnat samretimes
that can be helpful 1o Zoup don’ s
an ov “timae rate,” W etay unt e
wedding is over, no matter what timme L0
But Sellers also warns SOMIE YTINULES NEvEe
a 1230 a.n.last call causing ar abripet ene

to the evering. Her remedy? "Sed 1f vaoii can
nay for ar anditiona, oo 1o license o throw, on
after-party”

PLAN AHEAD. Tne nuolicays arc g ou vy tmi
50 be sure to serd save-tha-date o ne
advance, Have fur swith s - Do L s
Hers were shaped hhe Champanre botldh 3
she and Judy Rockvam-Zhlors,
Year's Eye bride, caution thal vers o o
cians book Jp #ar e heing ernanized i
fiexible eliminates heauaches,

ro ther N,

I 15. "You start the New Year on a positive
note,” says Ann Hennessy, whosc sister-in-law Lisa mar-
ried Bill Zictlow on New Year's Eve. Nilsen says that
every couple she's helped plan a December 31 wedding
has been ecstatic about ringing in the New Year with
loved ones. Sellers adds that New Year's brides have told
her later “it kept the celebration going.” And one wed-
ding guest, Judy Vickerman, says she loved the idea of
combining such a special occasion with a festive holiday.
“The wedding was beautiful, and the reception had
wonderful music, food and company,” she says. “What
more could anyone want?” %

GUEST LIST. Be conscious of your guests’
needs “If you have lots of people with kids,
theyll need ample time to find a babysitter,”
says B. Inspired's Nicole Walesch, And most
guests will want to bring a "plus one,” so be
prepared to pare down your list to accommao-
date them,

COMPETITION {riends and family may have
traditions that they'd prefer not be disrunted,
says Fryberger Lauinger didn't anticipate that

a few of her quesis had other parties to go to
atter her wedding. And Sellers says that she is
planning @ 2007 wedding for chients who already
know of twao other couples getting married that
day. G heother nand, the resporse rate can
pe incredibly «ugh because people plan vacations
around the haolidays—and your wedding date.

WEATHER. In Minnesota, winter weather is nfa-
miously unpredictable. Laumnger remembers that
it snowed all day. and “roads were a bit treach-
erous.” However, weather can also work in your
favor. Anr Hannessy fondly 1ecalls ‘he New
Year's Eve waddinn she attended. “Outside, it
awinter worderiand, with beautiful sparkly
snow. 1t defimtely added to the ambience.”

HOLIDAY CHAQOS. Rockvam-Ehlers notes that
snce Christr o sy s s ddese to her wedding
date 1t w3 Cssential to e Gltra-organized, and
jer iy 3bens in the nail 1ong before invitees
wete inundated wih holiday cards,

TOO WILD? Wi v vou nost an event on New
Yaar' s 7o, nievitably auests get out of hand.,
Reacay o Eoe 2y it e, Roxanne Rockvam,
conocoabers hor o siter Judy's wedding with a
Couckl "Lne o our reliives cam:2 out of the
fatrrecom waith hor skirt stuck into her panty-
hose, That i I krew we were really having
funt”






