


SPACES + PLACES .

Fryberger says that fun committees and party planners who put events together often hew
toward their comfort zone, tending to stick with more traditional ballroom-type venues. “The
beauty of these venues is that you're often working with artists and other creative types.” She’s
realistic about the difference between that experience and dealing with an event staff from a hotel
or convention center. “If you're coming from a corporate background, it can be a big change,” she
says. “But, if you keep that in mind and are organized, the payoff in the end is well worth it” An
added bonus that she points out—There won’t be any awkward silences as many of these venues
have built in conversation starters with art, or other noteworthy items, as a part of the space.
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Dramatic spaces with a spare, modern feel
epitomize many of the venues at this iconic
museum, which contains both indoor and
outdoor facilities and spaces for intimate
gatherings of 65 or large parties of 450. The
crisp, but informal, Cargill Lounge faces the
new sculpture garden expansion making it
an ideal place for a summertime soiree while
the Skyline Room captures the cosmopolitan
glitter of downtown Minneapolis. Additional
rooms, including several theaters, lounges,
galleries and even the cinema are also avail-
able for rent. Catering is provided by
Wolfgang Puck Catering, which operates the
museum’s acclaimed on-site restaurant.
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> The Bloomington Center
for the Arts, located within the city’s Civic
Plaza building, hosts events in addition to a
robust calendar of performing and visual
arts. The center hosts business meetings in its
rehearsal space and contains rentable class-
rooms as well. The 350-plus-seat theater is
another feather in the venue’s cap. Though
planners can use their own caterer they must
work with the licensing department of the
city of Bloomington to gain approval. Liquor
use is limited and must be approved by the
City Council.
( B . Creativity
abounds in this intimate, casual 60-acre park
where the art is literally all around you. The
park, created by Anthony Caponi, a sculptor
and retired professor of Macalester College’s
art department, specializes in small events,
such as picnics and working retreats. The
staff at Caponi will help guide you through
the event-planning process to ensure that it’s
a smooth and inspirational one. The venue,
which includes a Theater in the Woods (a
stage set among the landscape) is all out-
doors so a sunny day—or a tent large
cenough to accommodate your group—isn'’t
just nice, it’s necessary. And so is renting
portable restrooms.
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[he nation’s first luxury art hotel contains
more than 200 pieces of original contempo-
rary paintings, sculpture, photographs and
projected video from the collection of its
owner, RaJph Burnet, as well as chic, upscale
meeting venues. Dividable spaces, called the
ART rooms, can be used as one, two or three
rooms, that accommodate between 10 and
100 people. An intimate banquet space is
located next to the Burnet Art Gallery, while a
large lounge area with a fireplace works well
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located downtown. The guild’s gallery hosts
regional artists from within a 100-mile radius
of the 1own and stained glass windows round
out the space’s colortul feel.

+ .ma wr | ittopal Harvester
implements building in the Rural Amcrica
Arls Center, the iconic architeciure of the jon
Hassler Theater was carefully preserved during
a renovation of the interior. The result is a
bucolic, artsy site thal also features a gallery
filled wilth exhibiss of local art. Located in
southeastern Minnesoti, the 72 3-seat theater
hosts professional performances with equity
aclors, and also makes hoth its labby and
theater available for small cvemis of between
50 and 100 people. Catering can be arranged
through the theater’s sta.
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YTy 7 " used for corporate
events, the Minneapolis | titute of Aris
contains tive rooms avai  : for booking,
accomniodating bebhween 64 and 600 people.
Event attendevs can soak in the full nmuseum
experience surre ded by stunning artwork in
the Regis Fountain Court and Bruce B. Daylon
Rotunda, a siv ng marole hall located within
the museum proper. The museum’s newest
reception hall features honey-colored maple-
paneled walls and barrel-vaulted ceilings. The
Villa Rosa Room, Pillsbury Auditorium and
Wells Fargo Community Room are also avail-
able for cvents. All catering is done by
D'Amico Catering Inc.

¢ ttering with neocolrem ats h over
the Mississippi. the W sman hosls events
both large and small. Inside the stainiess stee!
building, the Dolly Fiterman R i

Gallery features striking river views with room
for up to 350 people, making it ideal for large
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dinners or receptions. It can also be adjoined
with the William G. Shepherd Room, which
doubles as a lecture space on its awn, for larger
groups. The museum’s most intimate room, the
Weisman Family Seminar Room, 15 the best
space for smaller meetings of berween 23 and
30 and features architect Frank Gelry’s original
drawings and Dblueprints of the museum.
Arrangements can be made to have galleries
open during events. The museum works with a
list of seven preferred caterers.

Rebeeca Lunna is a freelance writer from
West St. Paul.
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